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“Catalysing Change: Exploring trends and strategies to enhance the spin-off 
process in Europe” 

 

The official presentation of the ASTP’s White Paper endorsed by NAAC, “Catalysing Change: 
Exploring trends and strategies to enhance the spin-off process in Europe”, took place during 

ASTP’s Thematic Event, Making the Team Work: Focus on Spin-offs, on Friday, 25 October 2024, 
at 10:45 am. 

 

Leiden, October 2024. Spin-offs and start-ups are essential to Europe’s innovation 
ecosystem, enhancing long-term competitiveness and regional development. Research 
institutes play a key role in supporting these ventures, but effective frameworks are 
underutilised. ASTP urges governments and research leaders to invest in robust support 
systems and adopt best practices tailored to local contexts. 

The National Associations Advisory Committee (NAAC) conducted a survey to assess 
policies and support for spin-offs, revealing a consensus on key best practices aligned 
with established guidelines. Recommendations for research institutes include 
adequately resourcing knowledge transfer processes, developing clear KT/TT policies, 
committing personnel and resources to support spin-offs, and establishing transparent 
guidelines for intellectual property (IP) accessibility. Specific IP recommendations 
suggest licensing rather than assigning IP early in development, retaining educational 
use rights, imposing use obligations, and considering equity as compensation for 
licensing terms. The report also advocates for targeted funding, such as grants and seed 
investments, to help translate innovative research into successful spin-offs. 

Establishing clear, transparent, and supportive framework for the spin-off and start-up 
processes within research institutes is essential to fostering innovation across Europe. 
The recommendations put forward by ASTP and endorsed by NAAC are designed to 
enhance support systems and structures, ultimately bolstering resilience and 
competitiveness throughout the continent. 

Read here ASTP’s White Paper endorsed by the NAAC. 

https://www.astp4kt.eu/assets/resources/advocacy/ASTP%20White%20Paper%20Endorsed%20by%20NAAC.pdf


More information 

ASTP 

ASTP is the pan-European member’s association for professionals working in the knowledge 
transfer industry. Founded in 1990, ASTP currently has over 1,000 members from 46 countries. 
ASTP is an organisation built on the work and commitment of volunteers. President: Art Bos. 

National Associations Advisory Council (NAAC) 

The NAAC is composed of over 30 European National Associations (NAs) representing 
knowledge transfer professionals in their country. The NAAC is an advisory body withing ASTP, 
chaired by the ASTP Vice President NAAC, Laura Spinardi. 

For further information, please contact: 

Laura Spinardi, Vice President NAAC 
laura.spinardi@policlinico.mi.it 
 
Art Bos, President ASTP 
a.bos@eur.nl 
 
Aurora Genta, Communications Officer, ASTP 
Aurora.genta@astp4kt.eu 
 
Website: www.astp4kt.eu 
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